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Tnis 1s the l‘th of December as I ctaxt thie Tirst master of
this issue. 4ind I've decided that.the Chirlatmas scason is really
here. As I'm trylng to get tnis Dage started, I' Jna 180 watching
the %V prasentation of Dlckins' "Christmas Carol"--z presentatlon
that I don't belleve I've missed (on radio or TV) for quite a fewd
yeare. Frederic March has the role of Scrcoge, but I bel&eve I
was more impressed with Basll Pathbone's peirirayal oi Mariey's
Ghost. How long has this stor;s been enacicd during ihe Christmas «
geasca? I seem to recall Lionel Barrymore's "Scrooge"” going back
guite a few years on radio.
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Recentlon to the last CONMAB was sufliclent to as sure me
that that mez hasn't been completely forgoiiten during ius "vaca-
tion". I realize that a fanmag can be fopguc,en pre Jty -usu ¥
1t once gilves up 2 halfway regular schedule ol pubiication. And
the rezadershlp iz a2 bit harder te come by tiae second Time around.
But I'11 be in them pltching, ‘ust ths same...

ind first on the baitting order is the ol' Hermit of Hermoaaj)s

Beach himeelf: <
ol Cor
115% 19Lh gtreet
Heprmosa Deoocihr, Cal1if.
15 Noveniber L0585

Dear Bob,

Was glad to see CONFAB twn up cace mors. Mope 1t Zson't
31t

noote. Hod to business.

just turning over for anothzr idnc month

0Ole Japes Broschart sort of put hls fodys in his mouil a2 few
times in hils second letter. I. scemed espocially cubarcassing
after his Tirst note. Hic First nlstake was in ageuning nha+ the
letters written %o a letterazing muash aecesnairlly diocuss Ths pre-
vlious letters 1n said zinec.

ook around you Jamss. Firast, 1s it so lmpoesible Tor some-
body to bring up & new or diffarent teplc La nls latter shat might
cause comment and dlscussion other than thoss alresdy on the fire?
Remeniver, fans cen be reading other things, many cihesr things, 1o
addition to each issue of CONFAB from whlch to gain toplcal sud-
jects for discussion. All letlers dem't zec @ssarllg talll ahoul
Joe Schmork's oplnions on Alvin Schmalvin's last ladter,

What's more, I serlously loudt 4f COUWIAR wes concelrad ©o
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carry on a great thundering tirade for or agalnst snrthing. MNain-
ly, so far as I can tell, it is a place to simply discuss, heat-
edly or otherwlse, many of the ideas and small items cof possible
Interest ot the varlious people who feel that others might be in-
terested. Why be "effective"? Or better, for what reason be
"effective"? Different? I've seen guite a few fanzines lately

in which there were extensive letter columnsz which discussed all
sorts of things many of which had about as much to do with sclence

fictlion as pon-stf movies.

ILast and most, if you wanted to know zbout movies, I doubt
if you'd find out much in the "movie magezines™: Probably zbout
as much as you'd find out about love andé hunan relations in "true
confession" magazines: Or rather, about as realistlc and "true"
as 3 true confesslion mag would be. Or 1is the simlls lacking?
Probably. At any rate, I guess the only letterzine I can recall
that dld more or lesa concern 1ltself mainly with stf and fandom
was the early issues of DAWN. .Anybody remember thz tremendous
battles concerning the NFFF (malnly whether it wasz worth a damn

which it wasn't) and such?

Joan Carr should feel lucky. If the proportion of replles
to that of no replles to FEZ are as great as I think. she 1ls 1ln-
deed lucky. There is always golng to be a margin of no retuvrn at
all in any given batch of zlnes malled out. Tls very simple.
Don't mail any more to them. FAFHRD has gone ouit {or will have
soon) three times now to a lot of people from whom therec’'s been
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no reply in any form. Naturally thlis ceases after ochcut three
lssues.

Sorry, but thls 1s a short note thls time. JShort issue of
CONFAB too. But in closing, 1'd like to meantion that 1€ anybedy
else holds the bellef of James Broschart in re toplc matter Iin
fanzines, don't join FAPA or SAPS. Unless of course you don't
mind such things as talking about music (all kinds), guas and
shooting, sports cars wvs stcek Detreolt stufl, women. skin-diving,
and any Roscoe's amount oif other topica besldes stf. Including,
of course, beer. Hope thls makes people hranvy.
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And there, Mr. Broschart, you have the counsel for the
defense. As a matter of fact, when I printed thoses two letters
in guestion in the last 1ssue, I had quite & lengtlhiy reply writlen
up but decided against using 1t. I flzured someong might answer
the charges better than I could, and you haven't disappolnted ne,
Ed. Not that I'm out after fannlsh scalps, you vndzrstani, bui

neither am I side-stepping any that might be flang 2t me.

inyone care to start some discusslons on sghooting &t =2pcrte
cars or skin-diving women, or some of the other things ILd sald?

Response to the last COLFAR (numbsr of replies recelved zs
compared to number of coples malled out} was about 74 Regponse
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to earlier lssuves, when tho putllziing schedule waa Talrly
regular used to run 2 to 3 timez that, which I consider aqulte
#ood Icr an aveiage mag. I think response of better than 209 1is
exceptional. Now there's a question that I don‘t belleve I've
seen on a fan-poll: "What %s the rssponge, parcentagewise., io
your fanzine$® How ahout 1%, faneds,what ls your response?

Stepnen F. Zchulthels
238 Truebull Ave., S.E.,
Varren, Ohilo
21 Nov 1955
Dear Eob, ¢
Felieve me, 1t was really a pleasure to rscelve CONFAB again.
Slim and .aoncontroverslal as It was 1n thlg last inzarnation -- .
and #r. Broschart to the contrary -- I llke your zins. '

You know, different fen juidge-fanzines in dlfferent ways:
some by the number of pages; somne by the excellence of reproduc-
tlon; some by the quality of th2 artwork or contents; but I 1liks
to Judge a fanzine by the leagtnh of tine, consldering the nurber
of pages, that i1t takes me to read 1t. There have been fanzines
that I have read -- z2nd wlth interest ~- but only over a serliod of
several days, one article at a tine, puttinz the zine aside be-
tween times and reading something e¢lse of more lmmedilate interest.
Then there have been some that I ¢l1d nct finish reading at 211.
There are some fanzlines, theaugh, that never seem lcng enoughe
They arrive, I slt down, and my interest drags me through to the
m2lling address. Then Y slt back happily and wieh thai the nex
jasue (hoping that there IS one) were alreciy on hancd. (Yes,
these are actually FANZI.E3 that I'm talking about.) ITrere's
HYPHEN, for lnstance, and uOPSLA., end the late and lamented
. UANDRY--and, cf course, COLFAE. I would guess that it toolk me
perhaps seven minutes, all tolc, to rezd the lssue, magybe flive.
Why do I 1ike the zine? What's outstanding about 4t% I'1l1 be
darned 1t I know. I Jjust mnow thet 1% holds my interest. “TeyU
the Schulthels 30-second test and you'll see.”

3gt. Carr's letter was most luterestlng -- for Zh
naragraph. I must say that I ggree wlth Lt for the most
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mnost part and
the matter was well put. In fact, I wish I'é written 1t. In oy
opinion tne greatest benefit oif the "great s-f boorn" has been that
when nomicaders laugh at readers ol s-f these days. they don't
laugh culte so hurd.
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Yoursa gruly,
. ’ . /__,.__"-—-7
P Zeg -

b

It 1s a proud and lonely thing to ve IncXuded in such hon-
ored company as HYPHEN, OCPSLA., and QUANDRY -~ <tnouzn I doubt 1if
I would rate it there myselt. I agree wlth the other tiltles,
though, and for my own chclces I might add GRUE and the lats,
lamented POSYCHOYIC to your lis%. These mags I can., time per-
nlitting, read nonstop in one sitting -~ plus pernaps a czouple of
others. A4ill fanzlnes recelved are enjoyed but tnese ar: among my
favorltes.
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Dick Luporf
101C0 W. Brcadview Dr.
Bay Harbor Islands
Mieari Beach 41, Fla.
Noveaber 23. 1955

Dir Bob,

Got home about 11 Monday night. looked a% the m2il, leit
fror Aunt, Hessie, ad from Sears Roebuck, ConFab. card frcm Jac—---
CONFAB.! Confab?

I don't know what to say I felt, Thls was ASTOUNDING, AS-
PONISHING, AKAZING, STARTLING (a2 moment of silence please) and
even scomevhat surprising. Talk about a shock:! Well, it's good
to have C vback, and I certainly hope that "irregular" doesn’t
mean nine months to gestate an edition. I kunow several women
who can produce a real llive humen baby in the time it takes you
to get out ten pages of ¥¥iff type. -

As for the lettera themselves...a& couple sgem to rate
Interest.

Firstoff, as for your discussion with d@ric Bentcliffe on
revlievs and reviewers...you seem to completely overlool what {in
my humble opinlon) 1s the main basis of reviews. Which is the
reviever's justificatlon of his oplnion. Any damn fool can get
up and say "This ls good...that stinks...the other thing, etc."
And a lot of damn fools do this.

But any reviewer worth his salt teils why he likes or dls-
likes a glven plece. Purely subjectlive opinions are fine for
Silent Joe, but the reviewer must (or at least ought to) be able
to say: Thls 1s good because ...1T 13 soclally signirlcant ...or
1t 1s cleverly extrapolated ...or the author ls an unusually tal~
ented word-craftsman ...or the story is siuply fun to read ...or
any other reagson.

Further, the good revlewer will tell why and how this 1s 30,
rather then simply saylng 1t to be the case.

Conversely, when a reviewer pons a story, he s C felc]
to back up hls oninlon in similar fashlon. Not sinply The story
1s no good", but "Its faults are as follows-...."

And once more, the reviewer should be ready %o rfive the basls
of his views.

As for Jim Broschart: Jlm, why, 37 you don't 1lke letterzines,
don't you get out the sclssors and gluepot vien your next CONKAB
arrives, and repuild according to Lupoif's FANZINE CONVERSICH
FORMULAE, which follow:

1 letter on 1 supnject = 1 article

1 letter on several subjectsa = 1 column
several letters on 1 subject 1 synposlium



several letters on several sublects = 1 letter sectlion
assorted editorial commeants, assembled = 1 editorlal.

Md to commenu briefly upon Joan Garr's experience with the
onion-like nature of fandom (each time you peel off a layer and
think you're reaching a solléd core, you just f£ind another layer)
I would say the following:

You might as well get used to 1t, Joan, cause nct just fan-
dom, but ail of life 1s like that. Consider that emlnent scholar
Me for instance. When I finlsned high school I thought that I was
pretty well educated, but needed jJust a wez blt more to add the

finisking touches.

Now I‘m jJjust a little over two months away from a BA end I
realize that my lgnorance 1s so great that I can't even guess at
its limits. After a couple of years in the army I hope to be able,
financially and by standards ot adsdemic &CCOptabLllty, to attend
graduate school. wWill I (assuming even the best) “"complete" my
education with an MA or even a PhD? I'm certaln that I won't.

I suspect that perfection or completion is impossible ln @11
but the most artiiicial and arbitrary matiers. A baseball play
could conceivably hit a home run every time up, for Lnsiance. But
in matters of broader consideration, perfection in wn2ttainable.

Ve may in a few cases approach perfectlon as 2 1imi%, coming
99%, then 99.9%, 99.99%, and so on, of the way. Indeifinite im-
provemnent, but never perfectlon.

In other matters, the more we advance, the farther we realize
ourselves to be from the goal. In the quest for knowledge, for in-
stance, every time the axe of an answer cuts off the hydra-head cf
a question, two new ones spring into being in 1lis place. ISo every
answer increases instead of decreases the distance beitween us and
our goal oI conplete understanding.

A8 you perhaps can tell, I've been studylng philloscshy. And
rezlly, the more I learn, the more abysmally ignorant I realize lam.

uorelv
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Speaking of degrses of educatioa (no pun intendsd). isn’t it
too bad that homo sap doesn't usually live long enczbh tﬂ really
make the most of the knowledge and educatlon he 1as so much of
hls 1life acquiring. Such tnings really ought to F wreditary:
all the knowledge of the father passed to hls son ct olzth and
the combined knowledge of the father and sorn passed on to the
son's son, and so on. Within a couple of generationz we shouvld
have some pretty smart beoys among us. Otherwilese known as the
Peatrowsky Plan for Promoting the Super-Race. Now a person spends
from one-third to one~halt of his expected 1life span Jjust acaoulr-
ing a decent education. ‘'Taint feir, that's what 1¢ aint--falir!
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Stan Woolston

12832 West Ave.

Garden Greove. Calif.
Dear Bob, Novembor 12, 1855

I'm very glad to see your CONFAB Number 10--gave ne a 1ift %o
reallze you had taken a new 1life. I say this though Y dién’'t
recognlize the fans on the cover or the interlor poritraits by ESHM.

Most of my fan-time is involved in helping H3IF keep goling.
kecently there has been a concerted attempt to gelt nore news of
fandom as well as prodom--of puvblications, boo&u, conventions,
c¢lubs of wvaricus kinds. You know--the who, where, and other de-
talls of the usu2l news stery, lncluding addrazasez.

I'wves wrivten
to quite a few possiple news sources, tolh of memberz and ncn-
members and for some of them enclosed postcards or cuvelopes
addregsed to the Edltor or to myself. The 1lcdea iz w0 geb elther
news, or names and addresses of people who wculd know some news in
the making. For the latter there 1ls the conventicns and other
planned meetlings, the publlcatlon dates for pro or fanzlines. ihe
special projects in the works and the 1ike. In the line of ithe
latter, there 1s rumors of a revimed FANCYCIOPLDIA & d o foxth-
coming 1llustrated calendar (with, I believe, 12 astronomleal
scenes). If you know any detaile of these--poople working cn 1it,
etc.--or any other such events, 1'd z2opreciate very ruch any in
formation. '

If you know the address of the New York fangroup vho
are sponsoring the World Convention, I'd like to know thot tco.

daybe I should glve the news 1 do have about the calendar;
to get help 11t should oe sénsible o glvc scne inforumabtion. Well,
my informatlon says tue "Nova Studics of Mirmeapolis, Hinnescia,
is producing a calendar speciflcally deslgned for the sf fan and
space Tlight enthusiasts...l12 beautiful, 2-color liloc deplciing
scenes from the exploration of the golar systen...Variouve planeus
and moons, starting with Fercury and working cutward to frigld
Bluto. ‘The artiast, K. L. Ridouz, long-tlre si fan,-kas devot@&
many hours to research and development, 2sslsted by bKobert C.
ilewman, to create thls calendar collocuor's Ltem...Linlted cuan-
titles...yl. OO postpald from Neve Studlos. IO Box SEOL, Minnesp
1is, 7. Minn." I cut thls from a somewnat longer i in FLROITIER,
the mag of the Soclety for the iAdvancement of Space Travel; they
sponsored the calendar.

About Confab: You sure can ged yoursclf
in a corner when you make a statement and try to stick Zec ii.
dhether 1t's about the intelligerice of a fan or ungtrin: elee,
there are usvally enough people around to tslke up sncthar side of
the problen.
The art of crltleism ls, like iric Bentcelliffe says,
sonetimes a matter of oplnlon cnly. YThe art of spoutlng words 3o
1t sounds official rather than offliclous or faked cazn e devcloped
by practlce 11 the person has a bit of wli o bass 1%L on.
The art
of critical Initlatlve can be developed by ha?ltually-;utting ne-
£ 3 ;o



liefs down fcr others to recad, I belleve. This can be donw by in-
dulging 1n letter writing to a laitterzine, by editinz & zins of
any kind, or hzbltuslly wrlting for the zinesc. It can be hastened

by sticking to the gune and gett *n" the letters weltten regularly,
or the articles, or publishing th fand*ne.

19 prevent the sub-
Jects being dlscussed becoming tedlous and rep=atitious, editorial
wit 1s neec’*d° Or at least it helps. If vou #et encugh ancwers
you'll probebly find that some writers take 1t ugon thomqejres to
do more than just comment on old sublects; it's thess guys that
neec¢ to be cultivated, even 1f you have %o wWritc thom a personal
letter. Of course this jJust my idea. If you could encourage your
"writers" to include at least ocne subject that wasn't brougbt up
in the prevlious issue, you'd probably have an autoratic freshener.
I'm of the opinion that the danger of cdullnses could he avoided by
thizs means. Varlety 1e a process of thinking, you might say.

I
like your two-line interlineations; maybe they aren't a new ari
form, but they have scme novelty. Ag for the ink, my eyes have
been aching lately, but 1t's not from your lru. The purple of the
coples I've had were falrly clear, and that's more than could bs
sald for the atmosphere arocund here. Yep, gcod 21d Callifornia
sncg is the converaationa; gemblt for the raclo news people each
morn. lately they've been discussing red and green smog conditions.
It's ny theory that smog 1s an attempt of sauvcer pec D?c to allen-
ize the atmosphere in the L.A. basin so they can settle down and
enjoy the sights of Hollywood and Vine and thereabouts. (if I were
a saucer connoisseur I'd suggest this "proves" they must te fron
Venus, the smog planet 1ltself). =

Bob, why nct loin L3F? It's no
fannish cure~all, but it's & gosd place to do things 1f you 1lke
to work. But 1f you join N3F, be warned--I nay be nrez next year.
I've guite a fow frlends lined up for the directorate, and I be-
lieve we can work together well 1if elected. I've quite a few
ldeas, 2as do manf of the dlrectors, to impreve the zroup. Fer-
haps most important is to keep to a schedule for ths publlcations,
and for getting renewals in. Then the reguler projscts shnould be
put into effect as early 2s poesible so there wlll be Lczez cheance
of slip-ups. I believe moat of the methods of doinz cn cefficlient
Job is before us, if they’'re aprplled--encowreging the uvee of a
large numter of volunteere to prevent presswxe from bulldirng up on
just a few offlcers and actlve members In the corvesponlence
groups and so forth. ]
In the paat, there has been ciilte a bit of
putting off projJects, and plling work on newccrers o the ranks.
I believe that it mlght be poselble to ashk all the zc¢ltors of ran-~
zlnes to help with recrulting a2nd news-sprezdeig ag wzll as nevs-
gatherers. The president, who will be in that office o the end
of the year 1s Walter Coslet. IHe has propoged that any member | .
who wants to distribute thefr mag to all the menmberz nlght find .f“r)qa“*
it an excellent way to Increase clrculation, and build uvp cluw ' Az;f
interest. I wonder how many memberg aren't regular fanzlne sub-
scribers, and how many would be 1f they got & variety ci fanusins
types over 2 perlod of a year?

Joarn Corr's commenta on the adulit-
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negs of acience fictlion ls wcl; twaken, I belleve. Personally. L
think some of the recvent storice aren'it exactly gocd storles el-~
ther. Actually 1'd say some yarna seemn more chllidish Lhan many

of the Helnleln storiecs deslgned for kids. In the pest an avilhoer
like Edgar klce Burroughs succeesded in melding adventure with a
feellng of belng real; very few authors today attenpt to do that,

1 think. I remember bLester for a rather slick. pcychological

story wlth a sort of symbolism and soms novel eoffecta, but not

one I1'd consider particularly reallstic in the atncsphere 1% gen—
erated. OSome authors seem to think that nmedern of muet be har

ané bitter, or involve a tigit knot cf psychinloglictl lnferrfac+iozu
before 1t was a good story. It.almdsl seems to me that the authors
or the editors who dictate the policy, are Zrying to write litera-

s,

ture instead of a good story with falrly sound scilentiflce baslis.

Of courge the matter of nrozine pollcy ic a2 iz one. un the
newsstand recently I looked at a copy of ITilaGINITIVE TALES and
note that they've moved away from the hunorcus emplaslis in story.
It anosears that humor 1s too translient in appeal; the rcaderr be-
comes bored wlth one type. The editorlal note sugeéscted that
readers llked adventure nuch mcore--that adventureo sold nags buw
humor didn't. Personally I would say that & too clese dlctation
of policy of any closed kin¢ (advecture emphasis, Tyelery empha-
sls, love emphasls) will leud to some horedom on tiic part of the
readers. But then one fan's boredom is anothor'c gcod reading,
and not every story need be consldered oerfect. for a 2ine to be a
success for readers. gl Jpe s

- ASAPON I\.!' if'o"i.'_.;f:ﬂ--'_'f\,

This had been whittled out of your opigimel letter, Stan.
Seems llke you've brought up & couple of new I®oms for discuacion.
i've got to keep my own dilscussion down itc & :Inimum here 1f I
intend to get thls lssue out before chc hioli g%gzii?n1 sc this w+ill

be all of #11. 3See you 1ln #127.. Eﬁ §> Nud
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"You have arisen from the awfuvl pit of gafla.

"i""t" 134~ Lds
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